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Editorial 
Well here we go again another New Year; I hope everyone has a better year than 

their last. Hopefully this extreme hot weather finishes soon and we don’t all melt. 

I don’t know how the hot weather has affected your birds, but mine have said “no 

way” thus not a good breeding season. Why not write in and let us all know how 

your birds got through the weather. 

I must say a big thank you to the committee and all the helpers who make the 

Christmas party such a great success. Everyone concerned needs a great pat on the 

back.  

Lastly I’m hoping that some of you made your New Year’s resolution to be the year 

you write some articles for your club. 

Last Month’s Entertainment 
Well the last get together was November and was our Christmas meeting. We had 

visitors from the main branch, including the new president; I hope they all enjoyed 

themselves and saw how we do it in the burbs. One of the good things to see was 

member’s partners, wives and kids. I hope that some may even think of coming to 

the regular meetings throughout the year. 

The club supplied plenty to eat and drink, but a thank you to all the members who 

supplied all the great goodies to go along with it and help make a great night. 

We also had a new concept of President Awards going to people who I thought went 

above and beyond during the year, the award winners are as follows:- 

Ken Smith for his generosity of supplying prizes for junior speakers, as well as    

being available to give talks at a moment’s notice. 

Bill Longford has been more than generous in supplying and gathering prizes for 

the clubs raffle for the last couple of years. 

Caitlyn Larkin (junior member) got an encouragement award for her enthusiasm 

and willingness to help out when needed. 

Amelia Thompson is one of our youngest members and a most polite and helpful 

young lady, you would be hard pressed to find another like her. 

Neville Simmons for his outstanding long service to the club. 25 years as President 

must be a record anywhere. 

Mikayla Larkin (junior member) got an encouragement award for her enthusiasm 

and willingness to help out when needed.  

Ron James for his outstanding service to the club, going into his 27th year as  

Treasurer of the club. 
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Raffle 

Another excellent Christmas raffle with all the prizes donated by members. I am not 

even going to try and write down the winners, however the list of prizes was large 

including things like Gouldian’s, Star’s, Zeb’s, hampers, Hoyts gift cards, car wash 

gift cards, chocolates, perfume, and the list goes on and on and on. 

It was a fun and successful night and I think most people got a prize, so thanks to 

all the members support in supplying prizes and buying tickets. 
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Article Competition Winners 

We ran a junior article competition last year and we had two winners. 

 
For the Boys – Samuel Vella  

Samuel did a power point presentation 
earlier in 2013, on how he breeds his 

Bush Fly Maggots and what milk       
products gave the best results. For his 

efforts Samuel scored a young pair of 
Red Strawberry Finches.  

For the Girls – Mikayla Larkin 
Mikayla won it for the girls in a great   

article written on how she started in 
birds and her experiences in keeping 

birds. Well done Mikayla and for her    
efforts she scored a beautiful pair of 

Green Singing Finches. 

 
Hopefully this will encourage more    

juniors to write or do a presentation this 
year. It has been decided this year that 

we will also be running a competition for 
articles for older members as well as one 

for the juniors. 
 

Neville Simmons decided that he would also donate a pair of birds for Amelia 
Thompson as an encouragement award for her help and enthusiasm throughout the 

year. Thanks to Neville in his encouragement towards the juniors in our club, as we 
all know they are the future of the club. 
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Joy with Java Sparrows – By Peter Berry 

Like most bird keepers I have kept a few Javas over the years but my main      

problem always was that I didn’t know whether I had a genuine pair and until       

recently I had never bred any. I know that the experts say that the main way to 

separate cocks and hens is that the boys have a definite “crow” whereas the girls 

are silent but I could never differentiate between them. They certainly look identical 

in size, shape and feathering. I didn’t really focus on them and just kept them in 

mixed aviaries for some additional variety. Then I bought a genuine pair (normal 

greys) from Glenn Johnson’s bird shop in March 2013 and at last knew that I might 

have more chance of breeding success. 

The Java sparrow or finch comes from Indonesia (mainly Java and Bali) although 

there are apparently populations through to East Africa. It is also known as the 

paddy bird or rice bird. They are much larger than most of the finches we usually 

keep and are widely admired for its immaculate appearance and the clean shiny 

mainly grey feathering always seems to be in perfect condition. As most club  

members will know, there are also white, fawn and pied varieties of Javas and all 

are worthwhile aviary additions. Of the birds that I keep, I think only a red-headed 

Gouldian cock in prime breeding shape in December goes near to matching a Java 

in plumage quality. They almost look as though they have been sprayed with a type 

of lacquer, so neat and shiny is their plumage.  
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It is usually suggested that Javas not be housed with smaller finches as they have a 

reputation of nipping at the legs and feet of birds of less size. Glenn suggested that 

I keep them with budgies or something similar as he felt that they can be a bit 

“nasty” at times.  I have mine in a large mixed aviary with Bourke’s and Turquoise 

parrots, canaries, doves, Bengalese, Gouldian’s  Cubans and Stars and they all seem 

to live reasonably peacefully together although a couple of yellow stars with missing 

feet might be some convincing evidence of bad behaviour by the Javas! However, 

Stars seem to be better than any other finch in getting their leg rings caught in wire 

or twigs so the Javas may not be responsible at all for the amputations. The tiny  

Cubans certainly have not been damaged by the Javas in any way so as far as I am 

concerned, I am still undecided how deserving the Javas are of their reputation for 

unpleasant dispositions.  

The Javas settled in well and were quiet and unobtrusive in the aviary colony. I did 

notice how much they enjoyed any fresh grass or greens thrown into the aviary and 

were always one of the first arrivals to the aviary floor to pick at any fresh green 

stuff supplied.  However breeding activity seemed to be the furthest thing on their 

minds so I thought no more 

about it. During my weekly 

aviary check In September 

last year I noticed that some 

Bengalese had nested in a 

box in a cabinet previously 

used by the Gouldian’s. As I 

checked them each week I 

noticed how quickly they 

were growing and what big 

beaks they had!  Yes there 

was a nest of 3 Javas. The 

parents had built a simple 

nest without any fuss or  

bother. The young fledged in 

4 weeks and seemed to be 

independent very quickly. It 

has taken them 3 months to 

fully colour and they seem to 

keep to the back of the 

aviary. I have not noticed any 

aggressive behaviour from 

them. Maybe I was lucky 

enough to get hold of some  

genetically placid breeding 

stock from Glenn!  
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I have written before about the puzzling behaviour of the little king quail. I suppose 

that almost every bird keeper keeps a few in the bottom of their aviaries as they are 

attractive and useful cleaning up spilt seed and generally do not cause any harm or 

distress to other bird species. However, the same cannot always be said for their 

own species! Their crazy behaviour seems to defy any pattern or logic and for an in-

nocuous-looking bird they can display the most sudden and unexpected savagery.  

Another reason many of us keep them is that their young must be among the most 

delightful of all birds and the lovely tiny chicks are always appealing even to those of 

our friends and relatives without the slightest interest in birds. The miniature striped 

road-runners always cause comment when people see them for the first time. Their 

biggest dangers in their first few days of life are running straight through the aviary 

wire into the wild beyond and drowning themselves in un-covered water bowls. I 

nearly always lose a few of each clutch by drowning no matter how well I try to 

avoid it happening.  

King quail are not just native to Australia as many people think. They also inhabit 

parts of Asia from China to India and Papua New Guinea. In fact it is also known as 

the Chinese painted quail in other parts of the world. The silver or “blue” version 

now almost seems as common as the original brown colouring of this little bird. I 

can remember not so many years ago when a pair of “blue” quail was a real novelty 

but there now seems to be very little difference in price. In recent years I have seen 

more colour combinations at bird sales and mutations keep on being thrown up. 

The reason for writing this article is to report on some more bizarre behaviour 

among my own quail just recently. I don’t know if others find things the same, but I 

always seem to have an excess of cock birds. I usually keep these extras together in 

one aviary and as long as there are no hen birds around life seems to go on quite 

amicably. I had 2 cock birds 

in the bottom of a budgie 

aviary living in perfect     

harmony for months (a    

normal and a silver). I added 

2 extra normal cock birds 

from a recently bred clutch 

thinking all would be well. 

But all hell broke loose. The 

resident normal quail killed 

the 2 extras in no time and 

then turned on his silver  

mate who he had not had a  

Queer King Quail – By Peter Berry 
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cross word with before and terminated his life too! What was the reason for such  

violence? What changed him from a placid citizen to a maniac? 

Anyway this violent individual got his come-uppance shortly after when I put him 

with a hen bird that had just lost her mate. Well, this hen belted the tripe out of him 

until he was a skin-head and chased him all around the aviary for days on end. The 

bully became the target. Then suddenly she stopped being a hen-pecking wife and 

settled down to nest and she successfully hatched 5 chicks. So obviously once she 

had put him into line she was happy to take him as a mate. Now, they both seem to 

live in domestic bliss and there has been no further upheaval. I have also seen   

sudden violent behaviour from other hens at times without any apparent reason. 

I also wonder at the level of common sense that quail possess. In a Gouldian aviary 

I have 3 spare quail cocks and just recently they had a visit from an uninvited 1  

metre long red bellied black snake. While I was trying to work out how to remove 

the snake without damage to myself or the 20 finches, the 3 quail seemed totally 

unconcerned with the reptile even though it was only centimetres from them. They 

made no effort to move even though they could have been swallowed in an instant. 

They were only saved when I opened the door to allow the snake to slither out into 

the surrounding bushland. The quails’ failure to take evasive action seemed to verify 

that they are not over supplied with brains!  

I have a hen at the moment trying 

to sit on a nest of 20 eggs so I 

don’t think they are very good at 

mathematics either.  

I just cannot fathom the social 

structure of king quail. It is hard to 

work out who is dominant over who 

and whether cocks or hens are the 

chief executive officers in any 

group. Also some pairs seem to 

breed constantly during the    

warmer months and other pairs 

never do anything so there are 

many mysteries about them. There 

must be potential for a science  

student to do a doctorate one day 

on these crazy little birds! 
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A big thank you to Scott Bailey for taking and supplying all the photo’s throughout 
this months newsletter. 
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 Website – By Roy Peake   

 Finches’14  

With great excitement the newly designed Hawkesbury Finch Club website is now 

LIVE. 
 

It still has the same content, but now without the 
gaudy purple and green colours! 

 
I managed to get some fantastic photography from 

Flickr. A few photographers I have contacted kindly let us have the right to use 
some of their finch photos on the website, which I can say it makes it shine! 

 
Also, we now also have a FACEBOOK page! 

 
So if you have a Facebook account, click the 'f' logo at the bottom of each page and 

LIKE us! Tell all your friends and get them to check the website out and click the 
Like button. 

 

Have a Happy New Year to everyone. 

Just a reminder that the QFS’s 5th International Finch Convention will be here      

before you can blink. It will be held 27th–29th June 2014 at University of       
Queensland, Woman’s College, Brisbane.  

 
For more details contact Gary Fitt: 0732 026 779 or gary.fitt@bigpond.com or 

www.qfs.org.au  



 

 

� AUSTRALIAN & FOREIGN PARROTS. 

� AUSTRALIAN & FOREIGN FINCHES. 

� SHOW BUDGERIGARS. 

� DOVES. 

� QUAILS. 

� CANARIES. 

� ACCESSORIES.    
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