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Editorial 
How’s your breeding season travelling, I’ve had mixed comments by many some 

doing extremely well, right down to dismal. I was talking to one breeder last   

weekend who said he has never bred so many Stars, Blue Faced Parrot Finches and 

Painted’s, however he bred next to no foreign finches. 

Why not write a small note on what’s done well for you, and what you might have 

changed in your routine that may have helped. Don’t forget that our competition is 

on again, one for juniors and one for us old fogies’ as well. 

Last Month’s Entertainment 
Last month was obviously our first meeting for the year and didn’t it sneak up on us 

due to the Christmas holidays.  

We took a bit of a look at our new updated website that our webmaster Roy Peake 

has done such a great job on. The new look and fantastic photos really gives it a 

smick professional look, many thanks Roy for your excellent work.  

We also looked around a few bits and pieces we found on YouTube and got a few 

laughs with the fainting goats. Everyone seemed to have a good time. 

Raffle 

1st Pr White Breasted Gouldian’s dnt Glenn Johnson  wn Amelia Thompson 

2nd Mystery Birds-Pr Double Bars dnt Ken Smith  wn Kaitlin Larkin 

3rd Mystery Birds–Pr Red Zebras dnt Ken Smith  wn Geoff Robars 

4th Java Sparrow (single)   dnt Peter Berry  wn Robyn Schmid 

5th Pr Normal Long Tails   dnt Andrew Brouwer wn Ron James 

 6th Yellow Glen     dnt Neil Lawler  wn Leonard Finn 

7th Milk Chocolate    dnt Larkin Family   wn Ken Smith 

8th Wine (Mascato)     dnt Larkin Family  wn Craig Barnsley 

9th White Wine     dnt Larkin Family  wn Peter Baldry 

10th  Maple Tree     dnt Rosslynn Davidson wn Amelia Thompson 

11th  Containers     dnt Rosslynn Davidson wn Neil Lawler 

12th  Framed Bird Picture   dnt Ron James  wn Matthew Adin 
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13th  Box of Trill Seeds     dnt Peter Chapman wn Peter Baldry 

14th  Framed Embroidered Picture   dnt Ron James  wn Ken Smith 

A great start to a new year. 

Thanks to all who participate and support the club through the raffle.  

Dear Members, 

Some months ago it came to the attention of the Management Committee that the   
current Constitution was unclear with regard to Branches being covered by the    

Society's Incorporation. Rather than merely rework this section it made sense to  
review the entire document so it will better serve the Society now and into the     

future. The draft Constitution is the result of consultation, review and editing over a 
number of months. I have entered the process after much of the work was        

completed so I'd like to acknowledge the efforts of former Society President Michael 
Baker and the valuable assistance and advice obtained from both Don Findlater and 

Richard Law. 
 

Outline of amendments 
Clause 3.  

    Although branches have always been covered by the limited liability provided 
by the Society's incorporation, this is now explicitly stated. 

Clause 4.  

    New members no longer require a proposer and seconder. This was a formality 
that was rarely observed - the new wording reflects the status quo. 

Clause 5.  
    Wollongong branch is an incorporated association which meant they were not 

recognised within the existing constitution. To rectify this situation we have 
created Affiliate Membership so associations may join the Society. Other clubs 

may now become affiliated with the Society. 
Clause 5.  

     Rewording of Life Membership paragraph to clear up possible                    
misinterpretation. 

Re: Amendments To Constitution – 18 .11.2013 
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Clause 5.  

    Membership year for Society changed to July 1st to remove issues when     
personnel change at the September AGM and to provide time for preparation 

of annual return. Branches are free to choose their own membership year. 
Clause 6.  

    Rewording to reflect management committees at both the Society and its 
Branches. Optional positions have been added to reflect current                 

appointments. 
Clause 11.  

    There was potential for members of the parent body who are also members of 
branches to vote multiple times on Society motions. It is now stated that each 

person has one vote. 
Clause 15.  

     Amendment to the disbandment clause to ensure funds (after a 3 year wait) 
can only leave the society and its branches should the society and all   

branches cease to exist. 

 
The amended constitution can be downloaded from www.finchsociety.org/

draft_const.pdf and the current constitution for comparison at 
www.finchsociety.org/current_const.pdf. Printed copies will be available at meetings 

or can be obtained from your branch secretary. 
 

Given the Christmas break we intend voting on the amended constitution at       
February 2014 meetings. Please forward any queries through your branch         

president. 
 

Kind regards, 
Sam Davis 

President - The Finch Society of Australia Inc. 
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White French millet is a basic food for finches either as a dry seed or as spray 

green or dry, Phil Davies and many other finch fanciers feed green. Phil grows the 

white millet on a block at Timor. The area is great for growing but it takes a lot of 

hard work. He when picks the heads green and freezes (a large freezer is filled to 

over flowing) it is feed to the birds as required. The green seed is great at keeping 

the birds in breeding condition. 

Millets are annual grasses and are some of the oldest of cultivated crops. The term 

millet is applied to various grass crops whose seeds are harvested for food or for 

animal feed. In China, records of culture for foxtail and proso millet extend back to 

2000BC. Millets are rich in carbohydrate and low in fibre. Nutritionally they are very 

similar to each other and as such are substitutable in birdseed mixes. - Foxtail    

millet (Setaria italica L.) probably originated in Southern Asia and is the oldest of 

the cultivated millets. In Australia panicum and panorama is grown. It is also 

known as Italian, German or Hungarian Millet. Its culture slowly spread westward 

towards Europe and today is grown primarily in Eastern Asia. - Proso millet 

(Panicum milliaceum L.) is grown in the Soviet Union, China, India, Western Europe 

and in the US. It is known here as White French Millet. - Barnyard or Japanese   

millet (Echinochloa frumentaceae L.), is 

a domesticated relative of Barnyard 

grass. It is grown for grain in Australia, 

Japan and other Asian countries. It is 

dual purpose millet suited to grain or 

grazing. Often cattle farmers in    

Queensland will plant Japanese millet for 

grazing and after a couple of feeds will 

let it go to head and harvest it. Shirohie 

is a larger, white seeded selection of the 

variety often grown in Northern Victoria 

around the Murray River. We prefer to 

use Jap millet because we find the 

green/grey colour is more attractive in 

the mixes. Shirohie is coloured white/

grey and makes the mix look monotone. 

These seeds are available from most 

seed merchants. 

White French Millet & Others – Adapted By Shayne Merry     

– Taken From Hunter Finch Fancier – February 2014  
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Identify and remove sick birds – Sick birds act as 'disease multipliers', in other 

words - if you have one bird, you'll soon have two, and then four and then sixteen, 
and so on. Early recognition and removal of sick birds is a key element in health 

management. These birds can be taken for veterinary treatment/diagnosis, placed 
in a hospital cage, or humanely destroyed. But they should not be left in the aviary 

'to see if they get better'. 
Reduce Stress – Stress results in the production of corticosterone from the adrenal 

gland which, in turn, suppresses the immune system and leaves the bird more   
susceptible to disease. Some of the stressors that can affect birds include: 

- Overcrowding.  
- lncompatible species or individuals.  

- Predators.  
- Lack of privacy & security 

Preventing disease entering your aviary – It is always easier (and cheaper) to 
prevent disease entering your collection than it is to manage an outbreak. Some of 

the things you should look at as means of doing this include: 

 
Only buy birds from reputable sources - remember, there's rarely such a thing as a 

'bargain'.  
 

Quarantine new arrivals for 6 weeks, observe them carefully for signs of  disease 
and treat them prophylactically for worms, coccidian, and external parasites.  

 
Have a system of 'traffic control' in your aviary so that you move from the           

susceptible birds to the least susceptible, and try and avoid doubling back. 
 

Reduce the concentration of pathogens in the environment by regular  cleaning, 
replacing brush, etc.   

 
Practice good hygiene in the aviary and the food preparation room.  

 

Design your aviaries to reflect the birds' requirements while, at the same time,  
making it easy to clean and minimise stress.  

 
Good insect control is essential in keeping parasite problems to a minimum. 

 
Maintain vermin control – rats and mice not only stress birds, they also carry some 

diseases and attract snakes! 
 

Summary – Disease occurs when birds are immune-compromised and are exposed 
to high concentrations of virulent pathogens. Disease prevention therefore revolves 

around keeping your birds healthy and preventing pathogens from entering your 
aviary.  

Why Do Birds Get Sick? – By Dr. Bob Donnelly  

– Taken From Finch News – February 2014  
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The following points are things to remember in the general day to day care of your 

birds. I'm sure that other members could add to the list as the points are picked up 
over the years of looking after the birds in our care. 

 
01. If aviary soil is left year after year, it can become contaminated and a danger to 

your birds. At least once a year, the soil should be turned over and limed and then 
turned into the soil. 

 
02. Green feed should not be allowed to go stale, if left in the aviary your birds will 
continue to peck at it and could become ill. 

 
03. To keep weevils out of your seed bins, stick some Wrigley's spearmint gum to 
the lids of your bins. 

 
04. If you are in possession of newly acquired birds, do not release them into your 

aviary if it is late. Hold overnight in a small cage and release in the morning. This 

gives the birds a better chance to adapt to their new environment and feeding     
station. 

 
05. All bird containers and aviaries should be cleaned regularly. If left for long      

periods a build-up of dust, droppings etc. will occur which can be disastrous to your 
birds. 

 
06. Small plots of Panicum seed in your aviary serve a dual purpose, firstly, the  
semi-ripe seed heads will be relished by all birds, and secondly, when in an almost 

dry condition they will be appreciated as nesting material. 

 
07. Many breeding pairs of birds will give better results if their young are removed 

as soon as they are independent. 

 
08. All odd birds, of any species, housed should be removed, as these can retard 

breeding activities. 

 
09. Not all man-made pairs will nest readily. If you are having trouble, try moving 
them to another aviary, if this fails, trying splitting the pair and introducing another 

mate for pairing. 

 
10. Mixing an appropriate insecticide powder in with the filling used in a parrot's 

nest box or log will be helpful in keeping mites away. Mix it in well with sawdust, 
peatmoss or wood shavings. 

 
11. Don't place an incinerator near your aviaries as the toxic fumes can distress or 
even kill your birds. 

50 Points To Remember—By Helen Rosser — Reprinted from Bird 

Keeping in Australia, the Official Publication of The Avicultural Society of South Australia.   
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12. Don't grow or have trees to close to aviaries as mice or cats will use these to 

jump onto your aviaries. 

 
13. When constructing nest boxes or logs for parrots, never use galvanised iron or 
tin for either a lid or the base of the nest as the extremes on the weather will cause 

discomfort to the nesting birds and especially to the youngsters. 

 
14. Keeping an aviary diary assists in obtaining a wider knowledge of the behaviour 

of your birds and is also valuable for reference purposes at a later date. 

 
15. For quick identification of your birds, use a general plan of always ringing cock 

birds on the right legs and hen birds on the left or vice-versa, whichever you prefer 
but make sure you stick to the plan. 

 
16. Do not leave finches in a budgie cage for extended periods. In an effort to      

escape, they put their heads through the wires of the cage, and if not notices, can 

cause severe damage to their crops with continued rubbing on the wires. 

 
17. Birds should be taken home immediately after purchase or as soon as possible. 
Do not leave them in closed cars as they can die in a very short time of heat         

exhaustion. 

 
18. Birds placed in a previously contaminated cage or aviary (used for sick or        

infected birds) can become infected by the same disease, if proper sterilisation has 
not been undertaken. 

 
19. Be consistent with times of feeding out soft seed etc., if you are late feeding 
out, you will lose some nestlings. 

 
20. Branches and brush hung in aviaries regularly are a source of extra food and 
stimulation for both parrots and finches. 

 
2l. If you have a sick bird, if possible, take the hospital cage to the bird and leave it 

in the aviary so it can see its mate, This prevents fretting. 

 
22. If you are using seed hoppers, check the exit holes regularly as they can        

become blocked and if not noticed, this can be disastrous. 

 
23. Hessian cut into a small pieces and then shredded makes good nesting material 

for finches. 

 
24. If a bird persists in laying eggs on the ground, try putting a nest box or log on 
the ground with an egg inside. 

 
25. Rinse soaked or sprouted seed thoroughly before feeding out. 
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26. Black ants can be lethal to baby birds. If any sighted in an aviary, eradicate   

immediately. Use Coopex. 

 
27. As shrubs begin to develop, keep trimming them to force them to grow into a 
compact shape. 

 
28. Don't allow plants to grow through the top or sides of the aviary as this can 
lead to broken wire with disastrous results. 

 
29. If you have joins in the wire on your aviaries, check regularly because they may 
stretch and you will lose your birds. 

 
30. Never pick seed heads or grasses in the street or alongside roadways. They will 

have been sprayed or poisoned by car fumes. 

 
31. Make sure all seeding grasses and green feed are thoroughly washed. 

 
32. The roosting perch should be the highest perch in the aviary. 

 
33. Charcoal, shell grit and cuttlefish should be available at all times. 

 
34. When pairing birds, try to obtain birds of the same age. 

 
35. Make sure seed bowls are placed where rain will not reach. 

 
36. Always ensure young birds are fully independent before putting them in a   
holding cage. 

 
37. Nesting materials should be supplied in abundance and variety. This should 
consist of dry grass, both coarse and fine in varying lengths, coconut fibre, teased 

hessian, feathers, wool and meadow hay. 

 
38. Supply nesting material in the boxes or logs for parrots. 

 
39. Make sure that rain or direct sunlight cannot enter the nesting chamber. 

 
40. Winnow all used seed. You will be surprised at the amount you save. 

 
41. If you are unsure of any seed, soak some in water. If it doesn’t sprout in 24 to 

48 hours, the seed should not be used. 

 
42. Don't ignore signs of a sick bird. Prompt action will quite often save the bird. 

 
43. A hospital cage can be one of your best purchases. 
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44. Each bird has likes and dislikes in what they like to eat and what types of nest 

boxes they prefer. Observation will pay dividends in helping you to make the right 
choices to ensure your birds' wellbeing. 

 
45. Watch for fighting between aviaries. Solution is either to double wire aviaries or 

separates by quieter birds. 

 
46. Grate cuttlefish to a fine powder and mix in with you soaked seed. 

 
47. All birds take time to get used to something new, so be patient when deciding 
what they do or don't like. 

 
48. Worm your birds regularly. 

 
49. Don't use water from a water softener. 

 
50. Don’t disturb nesting birds unnecessarily.                                    

    



 

 

� AUSTRALIAN & FOREIGN PARROTS. 
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