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Editorial 
I hope you are all well and surviving this roller-coaster ride we are having with the 

weather. One minute excessively hot, next moment pouring rain. I stand still for 

more than two minutes in my backyard; the grass almost grows over my head. I 

seem to be standing behind the mower continually at the moment. A concrete  

backyard is looking good at the moment. 

How’s your breeding season been, as I said last month, local breeders are reporting 

mixed results. Some of our local Gouldian breeders reported very good results. 

Longtails, Nuns, Stars are some of the species that I have been offered in numbers, 

however foreign waxbill species have been far and few between. 

Orange bird sale has come and gone, unfortunately due to ill heath I didn’t go this 

year which I was disappointed about as I look forward to Orange each year. Reports 

from others were a reasonable selection of finches there and they cleared well. 

Last Month’s Entertainment 

Last month we showed a DVD supplied by Ken Smith, it was entitled English      

Songbirds. It featured many species of common Starlings to some great footage of 

Goldfinches. Although Goldfinches were the only finch species shown, I believe    

everyone enjoyed the DVD and it’s always good to see birds that you don’t always 

see. 

We have had a few members put their hand up to give talks or demonstrations 

throughout the year. Tonight we have Jim Clarke showing some spectacular bird 

photos he has taken; going by photos Jim showed last year, you can expect some 

beauties. Jeff Robards is going to be giving a talk on nutrition very soon, one not to 

miss. He is also working on another project for later on in the year.  

If you would like to give a talk or have somebody who would, please come forward 

as you are very welcomed. While I am on about talks and such, I would like to thank 

Craig Barnsley for bringing and setting up all the equipment. He does an excellent 

job that is greatly appreciated. 

Murmuration Amazing Watch Until The End

–Supplied By Ken Smith 

Following on from last month’s DVD, Ken Smith has sent in this interesting You Tube 

link to watch. 

http://www.youtube.com/embed/88UVJpQGi88 
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With the big dry still on in the country it was expected that bird seed was going to 

become scarce and inevitably more expensive. A bag of seed in many cases has 

gone up as much as $10. This is unfortunate but to be expected, we can only hope 

for good rains in the growing areas. I think seed winnowers will be going quickly off 

the shelves. 

Seed Prices 

Bird Sightings 

Took a trip out to Rylstone in the Central West a few weeks back, we were driving 

through Kandos about 9am in the morning, just outside of town near the treatment 

ponds we spotted about a dozen Diamond Firetails sitting on the fence about three 

metres off the road.  

I’ve seen Diamonds here over the years, but normally only three or four never so 

many at once, great to see. I’ve travelled for years around this area as we owned 

land there for many years. Finches commonly seen around the area are Diamond 

Firetails, Redbrows, and Doublebars and down in the Capatree Valley you come 

across Plumheads. 

One of the best memories I have had was some years back, whilst staying on a 

friends farm at Bylong, we saw eighteen fully coloured Turquoise Parrots sitting on 

the clothes line at the back of the house. Why not write a short note of some of the 

species you have seen unexpectedly on your travels. 

Orange Bird Sale – Supplied By Neville Simmons 

A number of records were broken in the 2014 Orange Bird Sale. The first being the 

most number of bird sales in a row that attracted an unusually high amount of    
rainfall. On the positive side the most number of bird sellers and birds benched was 

also smashed with 333 bird sellers benching 5,865 birds. Could that be an          
Australian record? 

 
The crowds were down slightly due to the rain but over 1500 people passed through 

the hall on the day. Once again a huge variety of birds were offered for sale. The 
transfer cages again proved to be one of the most popular areas of the sale with a 

steady stream of birds changing hands. The Orange Bird Society would like to thank 
all of the bird sellers, traders and bird buyers who again made the 2014 Orange Bird 

Sale a great success.  
              

Pics at:  
http://orangebirdsale.com/news/2014-orange-bird-sale-review   
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Hi all, 

 
I’ve just received confirmation from Gary that he will be able to present at the      

following October meetings: 
03/10/2014 at Hunter Valley 

06/10/2014 at Wollongong 
08/10/2014 at Smithfield 

Unfortunately this does not include Hawkesbury Branch – sorry Glen. Hopefully     
interested Hawkesbury members will be able to attend other meetings and we 

should be videoing Smithfield presentations well before October so other members 
unable to attend can watch on YouTube. 

 
If anyone has branch news for our magazine please let me know in the next week 

or so. 
 

Kind regards, 

 
Sam Davis 

President – The Finch Society of Australia Inc. 
P: 4632 7987 

M: 0411 253512 
F: 4632 8002 

E: president@finchsociety.org  

October Meetings with Gary McCrae  
– Supplied by Sam Davis 
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GUNNEDAH   Saturday 5th April   Contact Jeff:    0447 749 971 

TAREE    Sunday 13th April   Contact: Jenny:   0427 454 839 

NOWRA    Saturday 26th April  Contact: Errol:   0244 212 407 

FAIRFIELD  Sunday 4th May   Contact: Keith:   0298 381 256 

CESSNOCK   Saturday 24th May  Contact: Deirdre:   0249 488 668 

DOWN'S OLD   Saturday 31st May  Contact: Des English:  0746 304 469 

ILLAWARRA   Sunday 1st June   Contact: David:  0448 414 588 

KEMPSEY   Saturday 7th June   Contact: Peter:   0269 254 704 

INVERELL   Sunday 15th June   Contact: Trevor:   0267 231 388 

CASTLE HILL   Sunday 13th July   Contact: Ian:   0403 017 855 

SINGLETON   Sunday 19th October  Contact Barry:   0249 551 853 

2014 Bird Sales – Taken From Avi News – February 2014  

Beginnings With Gouldian’s – By Glenn Johnson  

Being a youngster when first introduced to the world of aviculture; my first glimpse 

of the beautiful Gouldian finch started a love affair which will last with me forever. 
When I first spotted these magnificent finches I vowed there and then that I would 

eventually have them in my aviaries.  
 

After many months of odd jobs and saving I accumulated the princely sum of $24. 
With some sweet talk and a lot of crawling, mum and dad drove me to a dealer who 

had some advertised. And this was where the headaches began.  
 

What colour should I buy? The dealer was very patient and gave me some advice, 
which in later years proved to be very beneficial. He warned me against purchasing 

two birds of different head colours, saying it was more beneficial both to the birds 
and also to other breeders to breed the same head colours together. I purchased a 

pair of the Red Headed variety and much to my surprise; my parents brought the 
same for an early birthday present (Aren't mums and dads great?). The first step 

into Gouldian’s started off full of enthusiasm but ended in heartbreak, both pairs 

were lost in some very bad weather.  
 

After talking to an older, wiser aviculturist I realised my large open aviary did not 
suit my efforts with Gouldian’s. He suggested that because they are a semi tropical 

and single feathered bird, a more enclosed and warmer aviary would suit their 
needs more. 

 
Three aviaries with the help of good ol’ dad were built. These aviaries are 5’w x 7’h 

x 8’d, they are wooden framed covered with colourbond on the walls and            
corrugated fibro on the roof. They are completely covered except for the entire 

front. These aviaries suited the birds with many young bred and reared. These 
aviaries are warm and draft free, they sit on concrete for ease of cleaning. There 

are also plenty of nest boxes and the combination of these three things; I believe is 
the recipe for success.  
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I will never forget what a late friend told 

me. He said’ “Gouldian’s are one of the 
easiest finches in the world to breed 

provided they are housed correctly, but 
one of the easiest to lose if they’re not.”  

 
Painted Firetails (Emblema picta) are 

well known in aviculture, being       
beautifully coloured, well-mannered and 

fairly easy to breed. They are well and 
truly one, if not my most, favourite   

Aussie Finch. Most articles in books or 
club magazines tell you they nest between   1 - 2m above the ground, and nearly 

always prefer to build their own nests.  
 

This is quiet true, although I accidentally came across a nesting alternative, which 

incidentally I have found has been used by other breeders in my local area before. 
Although not new it may be beneficial to new comers with this species. I purchased 

some freezer baskets, the type you pull out of a chest type freezer. I had the idea 
that these would be ideal to attach to the aviary wall to keep my nesting grass in. 

The Embla’s thought 'Home Sweet Home' and didn't waste time in using them for 
nests.  

 
They inevitably went to the bottom of these baskets so it was no problem to still use 

it for its original use. Out of the eight aviaries I have Painted’s in, six use these   
baskets, one uses a cane nest and one builds in a tea tree provided.  

 
If you haven't already thought of this idea, then maybe it might work in your aviary 

as well, I couldn't see why, baskets off the front of a woman's bicycle wouldn’t be 
accepted as well. 

Painted Firetail Nests – By Glenn Johnson  

Secretive Jacarini – By Glenn Johnson  

One of the most secretive and shy foreign finches are kept in Australian aviculture 

would undoubtedly be the fascinating Jacarini Finch. They are a small finch whose 
natural range is Southern Mexico down into Argentina. They are fairly secure in   

Australian aviaries having a good following. Given the right conditions these little 
birds will reward their owners with many fine chicks at the end of the season.  

 
One advantage for these finches is that they are sexually dimorphic, making sexing 

easy. The cock bird has beautiful deep glossy black-blue plumage. The female,  
however, is a greyish colour with darker grey streaks. During the non-breeding   

season the cock bird loses much of its brilliant colouring, but not all.  
 

Jacarinis mix well in an aviary, getting on with other inhabitants. It is not advisable 
to have more than one pair per aviary, as adult cocks can fight quite aggressively.  
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One pair per aviary is the go and gives the best breeding results. Planted flight 

aviaries and tea-tree-lined shelters give the best opportunities for breeding.  
 

These birds are very secretive and in a well-planted aviary can be hard to find. 
When nesting quite often the only way of locating their nesting site is by listening for 

the chicks being fed. Feeding these  
finches is the same as any other foreign 

finches. They will readily accept a good 
quality seed mix of canary, mixed millets, 

white and black lettuce, maw and linseed. 
Sprouted millets are eagerly accepted, 

along with a good variety of green foods. 
It has been stated that these finches will 

not breed unless live food is available. No 
doubt live food is a definite advantage for  

maximum breeding results. However, my 

three pairs have not been told this theory 
and their breeding has not suffered due 

to lack of live food.   
 

When nesting, these finches are capable 
of three or four clutches in a season. 

They make a neat tight woven             
cup-shaped nest of fine grasses and     

coconut fibre. They nearly always nest in 
the thickest shrubbery and often quite 

low and always hard to find.  
 

In my experience I found them always only lay two eggs, although I have read    
others have had up to four eggs. Incubation lasts 10-12 days and is done mainly by 

the hen. Both parents feed the chicks. When the chicks leave the nest, they quite 

often do so well before they can fly properly; they will flutter around the aviary 
shrubbery. If the chicks are found on the floor of the aviary near  sunset it is a good 

idea to either place them in the shrubbery or take them out, placing them in a carry 
box for the night, and placing them back in the aviary in the morning.  

 
These little fellows really are a beautiful, interesting and rewarding finch, worthy of a 

place in any aviculturist's aviary. 

Green Strawberry Finch – By Glenn Johnson  
The Green Strawberry is a finch that has always been hard to find in Australian    

aviculture, but in recent years more and more keen aviculturists are breeding them. 
The Red Strawberry Finch however, has been available for quite a long time. Apart 

from them both being called Strawberry finches you could easily assume that these 
two finches are two completely unrelated species. 
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Sexing – The overall colour of these finches is a lime yellow. The intensity of the 

yellow brightens on the lower belly and under tail. The head, backs and wings are 
dirty green. It has bars on the side of the body. The beak is a prominent red. When 

first observing these finches many breeders comment, that they seem top heavy. 
They give the impression that they are all head and chest on a small body,           

determining the sexes can be difficult, the females tend to be slightly duller in      
colour and smaller in size. The barring on the side is less prominent on a hen as 

well. Many breeders also consider the barring on the cock birds run straight up and 
down, but on a hen it is noticeably curved. 

 
Housing – These finches will breed in small box type aviaries up to large well    

planted flight aviaries. Small aviaries set up in fully enclosed bird rooms seems   
popular with many. These types of conditions are easily maintained and            

temperature rises and falls are largely controlled. However these types of conditions 
have their problems, especially when buying birds out of these conditions which 

have not been acclimatised properly to life outside the protected bird room. In large  

flight aviaries, these finches spend constant hours flying amongst growing plants 
collecting insects. Flowering shrubs that attract insects should be planted, like Roses 

and Aphids for example. These finches are quiet and mix well on a whole, however I 
have had a problem in the past with an over aggressive cock, but this is more the 

exception than the rule; like the Red Strawberry, the Greens should not be mixed 
together or with Orange Breasts as hybridisation can be a problem. 

 
Feeding – The usual good quality finch mix with extra canary seed is more than    

adequate to take care of their seed needs. I always supply charcoal, grit and       
cuttlebone mix and they really enjoy picking over this. The normal green food in the 

shape of millet heads, chickweeds, panic grass, etc. is supplied, however they are 
not such a big green food taker as many other species. They are a large consumer 

of live food especially when breeding. White ants (termites) are undoubtedly their 
favourite, and success in rearing chicks can hinge on the availability of live food. 

White ants can be a problem to collect and store, but they are the Rolls Royce of 

live food. The next best live food is mealworms, which they will take especially if 
they are small. I supply a compost heap in the aviary, which is regularly turned,    

also a vinegar fly trap. The Strawberries regularly visits these areas. I also supply 
egg and biscuit mixes and insectivore cake mixes, although I must admit, that they 

don't take a lot of these. 
 

Breeding – These finches usually nest in autumn and spring seasons, usually    
avoiding the heat of mid-summer and cold of deep winter. Courtship dances are 

rarely seen and I honestly have not viewed any in my aviaries. They will accept a 
variety of nesting sites - boxes, cane baskets, wire cylinder gourds, etc. they will 

quite readily construct their own nest, either in a growing shrub or tea-tree    
branches in the shelter - they build a large neat dome shaped nest. I supply        

November grass, coconut fibre, feathers and teased hessian. Four to five eggs seem 
to be the most common egg clutch size. Both parents carry out incubation. The in-

cubation period is around twelve days. Nest inspection usually results in deserted 

young, so sticky fingers keep out. If live food is not kept up in the early days of a 
chick's development disaster is the norm. The chicks fledge at about three weeks 

and can be taken away from the parents in another four weeks. 



 Conclusion – These birds are not common, hence they need our attention to keep up 

a viable gene pool. They are an attractive and sociable aviary species that are very 
much in demand and chicks are easily sold. 

 
Good Points       Bad Points 

Attractive        Not the easiest to breed 
Challenge to Breed      Hens are less common 

Young are easily sold      Rely heavily on live food 
Breed well, given the right conditions  Tend to feather pluck their mate 
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It is without a doubt that the Diamond Firetail is one of the most spectacularly     

coloured finches in the world. Its popularity in Australian aviculture is extremely 
strong, so much so that the supply rarely satisfies the demand. It is a large, bold 

finch and is always commented on when viewed by bird lovers, whether in the wild 
or in aviaries. 

 
Location – The Diamond Firetail, (Sometimes called the Diamond Sparrow, only    

because of its shape and size) is found in the wild from south east Queensland 
down the coast ranging out to western tablelands of NSW, most of Victoria and 

across to south east South Australia. 
 

Description - The Diamond is large finch being about 4 ¾ long and very bulky. It 
has a grey head and white throat. The back and wings are a greyish brown. The  

underside is white below a black chest band, which extends to the flanks, which are 
spotted white. The rump is crimson. The beak is maroon and the lore’s black. The 

legs are dull grey and the eyes red. Sexing of these birds can be a real problem. 

These are a few things to look for. The beak on the cock bird tends to be maroon 
and the hen is coral red. The black breast band on the cock usually is slightly wider. 

The hen also has a paler ring around the eye. The hen also tends to have larger 
white spots on the sides. 

 
In The Wild – Diamonds in the wild inhabit open forests, Mallee scrub and bushy 

grasslands. They never venture far from water, so can be observed near dams, 
creeks and watercourses. In the wild they can often be seen in flocks of up to thirty 

birds when feeding at one area. However, family groups of up to a dozen birds are 
more common. In the wild they will nest in boxthorn bushes, blackberries, even 

bunches of mistletoe hanging in gum trees. They has also been observed nesting in 
the base of wedge-tailed eagles nest (not a bad big brother I guess!) One of their 

favourite nesting sites in the wild is in fruit trees around farmhouses and towns. 
When farmers burn off blackberries, many Diamonds can be observed picking 

around the ground under the burnt blackberry bush, obviously searching for seeds. 

 
In Captivity - Because of their beauty, Diamonds have been kept by aviculturists for 

many years, with mixed results, some breeders reporting fantastic success and 
some having nothing but disaster. Because of their large size they need room to 

move and exercise. When placed in small aviaries Diamonds sit around, get fat and  

Diamonds Are Forever – By Glenn Johnson  
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lazy and eventually die. They need larger aviaries that afford them room to fly and 

exercise and keep in good breeding condition. Planted flights, with Grevillia,        
Bottlebrush, Melaleuca etc., with areas of open space for sunning and dust bathing 

are ideal. A pond or large water dishes are good, as they like nothing better than a 
good bath. 

 
Feeding – Diamond Firetails do well on a normal finch mix but like a little extra     

canary seed. Large amounts of greenfeed are taken and relished, especially if it is 
hung up instead of being on the floor. Summer grass, chickweed, thistles and     

winter grass are just a few types they like. Egg and biscuit mix, hard boiled eggs, 
grated cheese, insectivorous cake mixes, Madeira cake, are all excellent additives 

for breeding finches. Shell grit, charcoal, baked fowl eggshells and mineral blocks 
are all accepted. Fresh, clean water goes without saying. 

 
Breeding – Once Diamonds mate they usually stay together till death, so when 

breeding the best results are gained when they choose their own partners. With this 

in mind, excellent results can be gained when colony breeding. When housed singly 
or in small aviaries, they tend to become bullies towards other species and      

breeding results are rather poor. The courtship display of the Diamond is extremely 
entertaining. With the cock bird selecting a long piece of grass and whilst holding it 

in his beak he bobs up and down with his head stretched as high as it will go, then 
he tucks his beak down onto his chest while still holding the grass. When the hen 

finally comes close to the cock, he repeats the dance beside her, until the hen 
crouches and mating takes place.  

 
Once the courtship is over nest building activities start in earnest. Diamonds make 

a very large, bulky nest so plenty of nesting materiel should be supplied. Varying 
lengths of dry and green grasses, hessian, coconut fibre and feathers (practically 

white feathers) are used. They tend to prefer to build their own nests, either in live, 
growing plants in the flight, or tea-tree lining the shelter. They will protect their 

nest strongly against other birds that come to close. The average nest is 4-6 eggs 

with both parents taking their turn at incubating. The incubation period is fourteen 
days with the chicks fledging at approximately twenty-one days. Diamonds do not 

like nest inspections so keep those sticky fingers out of the nest. When the chicks 
leave the nest they look rather drab, being nearly all grey except for their red 

feathers on the rump. 



 

 

� AUSTRALIAN & FOREIGN PARROTS. 

� AUSTRALIAN & FOREIGN FINCHES. 

� SHOW BUDGERIGARS. 

� DOVES. 

� QUAILS. 

� CANARIES. 

� ACCESSORIES.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GLENN JOHNSON. 

LICENSED BIRD DEALER 

LIC. No: FBD 1510. 

69 THE LAKES DRIVE,                   TELEPHONE No: 

GLENMORE PARK           (02)47332061 

NSW 2745                                        garswood@tpg.com.au      (041)9638474 


