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Editorial 
I’m feeling like I’m going to rust away with all this rain, I hope no one’s aviaries 

have floated away. It’s good to see that numbers are slowly rising in attendance at 

our monthly meetings. We have old members returning as well as visitors, so that’s 

great to see.  

I see in the last “Finch Breeders Review” the official magazine from the head 

branch, that they have a segment entitles “Around the Branches” which gives a 

small review of what’s going on at the branch meetings. The new committee of the 

main branch have come up with quite a few new ideas, which has given them an air 

of enthusiasm and their magazine in all its colour is a beauty. 

Last Month’s Entertainment 
Last month we were entertained by an assortment of truly professional quality    

photos of various birds taken by our own, very talented photographer, Jim Clarke. 

Many photos of finches, softbills and some parrots, some of the photos of the     

robins, honeyeaters and especially the wrens appealed to many would be softbill 

keepers in the audience.  

I believe that these photos inspired enough people in the hall that I will look into 

trying to get someone possibly, from the Native Softbill Society, to give a talk on 

keeping and breeding these give a talk on keeping and breeding these magnificent 

birds in our aviaries. So thanks to Jim for another enjoyable and professional 

presentation. 

Raffle 
1st      Star Finches    won Peter Chapman  

2nd     Bag of Seed    won Neil Lawler 

3rd     Zebra Finch Plate   won Jim Clarke 

4th     Bag of Seed    won Rita Finn 

5th     Large Carry Box   won Peter Chapman 

6th     Small Carry Box   won Lenard Finn 

7th     Box of Chocolates   won Ken Smith 

8th     Box of Trill Finch Mix  won Geoff Robards 

9th     Finch Calendar   won Reg Brouwer  

10th     Parrot Brooch    won Robyn Schmid 

11th     Bag of Frozen Grass Seed won Rennie Schmid 

12th     Easter Egg    won Rita Finn 

13th     Glass Bird Ornament  won Glenn Johnson  
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14th     Finch Calendar   won Peter Baldry  

15th    Finch Calendar   won Sasha 

16th     Finch Calendar   won Andrew Brouwer 

A New Website – By Ron North 

I’ve got a site www.birdtracker.net.au  it’s a free site for anyone wanting birds or 
have birds to sell. It has other features on it as well; it’s undergoing a bit of work on 
the site at present but all of the features will be up and running in around two 
weeks.  
The site is a bit different to most bird sites as not all older people are up with the  
internet or can’t work out Facebook joining and groups for birds, so with this site for 
older people there’s a phone contact number they can ring directly and I assist them 
to put an add up for birds are selling or want to buy. 
 I do have a registry of some breeders for all types of birds but looking for these 
Fawn St. Helena’s is proving difficult for an older fellow who’s rang wanting them. 
Why not give my site a go if you’re interested in selling or wanting to buy birds. It’s 
free and free if you need assistance to place an add.  

The Dainty Doublebar – By Glenn Johnson – April 1998 

Introduction – Most aviculturists, when first starting out in the hobby, inevitably 
purchase the delightful and well-mannered Doublebar as one of their first tenants 
for the new, aviary. The Doublebar is both attractive and a good mixer so it is      
always a firm favourite in the hobby. 
 
Location – Overseas, aviculturists refer to our Doublebar as Owl Finches or Bicheno 
Finches and when viewing Doublebars for the first time many people make the  
comment as to how much they resemble an owl. There are two types of Doublebars, 
the more common being White rumped type which is found from the eastern       
extreme of Arnhem Land in the Northern Territory across and up into Cape York and 
right down the mid-west and onto the coast of Queensland and New South Wales, 
almost to Victoria. The Black rumped type which is less common, and with a more 
restricted natural range, can be found from eastern Arnhem Land up into Darwin 
and across into Kimberley Ranges of Western Australia. This type is considered far 
less common in captivity compared to its more wide-ranging cousin. Because the 
natural range of the types crosses some natural hybrids occur. 
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Description – Doublebars are so well known that describing them would be a 
waste of time, however many aviculturists consider them to be one of the most dif-
ficult finches to accurately sex. Although many have their own theories this is what 
I go on. The breast of the hen is usually slightly paler than the cock, while the 
wings are grey whilst the cocks are jet black. The cocks tend to have a large some-
what bullish head. 
 
In the Wild – Doublebars in the wild usually can be found in small flocks ranging 
from only a dozen birds up to thirty or more. They favour many types of habitats 
from semi dessert type terrain in the far north of the territory, to rainforests in far 
north Queensland and into New South Wales. They can be found in open         
woodlands, town parks and gardens. When lawns are able to grow seeds, flocks can 
be observed flittering around picking at the abundant seeds. They never venture far 
from water, so they are quite easy to observe near dams, creeks, and                 
watercourses. 
 
In Captivity – Doublebars have adapted 
well to aviculture, and if given favourable 
conditions will live and breed very well. 
In my opinion they are not suited to 
small box type aviaries, although no 
doubt some breeders have reproduced 
them in such conditions. On a whole, 
they definitely do better in a large      
well-planted flight aviary. In the wild 
these birds have a very friendly social 
life, not only preening their own mate, 
but other birds in the flock; they are 
rarely seen out of a flock. With this in 
mind it’s obvious that colony breeding 
would be acceptable. I keep six pairs in 
an aviary being two metres high, three 
metres wide and twenty metres long. In 
this aviary I have planted golden pine, 
Melaleuca, Grevillea and various grasses. 
I have areas of sunny sand places. The 
shelter is lined with tea tree and various 
nesting gadgets are there (cane nests, 
coconuts, boxes, cylinders). 
 
Feeding – My finches receive a good 
quality finch mix along with as much 
green food as I can supply. winter grass, 
chickweed, summer grass, millets etc. 
are all eagerly accepted. Shell grit, charcoal and crushed fowl shells take care of 
their calcium needs. Additives like egg biscuit mix, Roudybush, Madeira cake and 
sprouted seed all add to a good variety in their diet. Fresh clean water is essential. 
Live food is something my Doublebars are not that fussed on. They virtually ignore 
mealworms but will have a little pick over white ants. No doubt they catch any small 
insects inside the plants. 
 
Breeding - Doublebars are not very difficult to breed when given the right           
conditions. I feel colony breeding is the best, although success can be had with    
single pairs. When a pair bonds they stay together for life. The courtship display is a 
simple affair, with the cock bird hopping towards the hen and turning a half circle 
with each hop. Once the courtship is over nest building begins. They will accept a 
variety of nest sites from cane nest boxes, boxes, coconuts etc. to make more    
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natural built ones in tea tree lining the aviary shelter or in the plants growing in the 
flight. Varying lengths of grasses should be supplied (November grass being       
excellent) along with coconut fibres and feathers. It is very common for man-made 
pairs not to accept each other so changing of the birds may be needed, although 
when colony breeding is done this rarely occurs. Once the nest is completed it is 
only a short time and the first egg is laid. The usual clutch is 4-6 eggs, both      
parents sharing incubating duties. Incubating takes 12 days with chicks fledging at 
between 19-25 days. Chicks leave no doubt that they have hatched with quite 
large calls for food when they are hungry. When fledglings leave the nest they look 
very sooty in colour with brownish bands. 
 
Conclusion – It's no doubt that these charming little finches will remain popular in 
aviculture due to their endearing personality readiness to breed and affordability. 

Cutthroats and Scarlets – By Glenn Johnson – November 1998  

In the past three years I have been breeding from some very well coloured and 
sized red fronted Scarlet Chested Neophemas that I purchased from a local     
breeder. They were the largest and best-coloured examples of their types that I 
had seen and I couldn't resist purchasing three pairs.  
 
I set them up in adjoining aviaries each being four feet wide, eight feet deep and 
six feet high. They were fully enclosed except the full wire front, concrete floor   
covered with sand. I placed the Scarlets in their aviaries with the nest boxes and 
sat back and waited for the results. They all settled in well and looked quite at 
home in their separate aviaries; however they did look a little bit lost. 
 
I decided on putting three pair of finches, one pair in each aviary, with the Scarlets. 
I wanted something in the larger finches and looked at Java's, Aberdeen’s or      
Cutthroats.  
 
I decided against Java's – maybe a little bossy. I decided Aberdeen's were the go; 
talk about scarce as rocking horse dung! I looked, rang and begged                   
everywhere – they just were not available. Cutthroats got the aviaries.  
 
I purchased three unrelated pairs of young birds and set them up in the aviaries 
with an assortment of nesting facilities. They settled in well and started to breed in 
the first twelve months. The first round of nests was not very successful. They all 
nested hatched chicks but only reared two chicks out of eleven hatched. They were 
supplied a very good quality finch mix which included black and white lettuce seed, 
green food was available at will and was of a large variety. Plain Madeira cake and 
a good quality calcium grit mix were provided.  
 
The Scarlets seemed not to bother the Cutthroats at all and the reasons for bad  
results were not understood. I rang the bloke I bought them from and asked what I 
was doing wrong. “Hell mate, yar gotta get the good tucker in 'em!" "What?" was 
my answer. "White ants or at least mealworms are the go." He said. Mealworms 
were quickly purchased and fed; better than Spanish fly. Away they went, nest 
building started straight away. I started breeding my own mealworms as they were 
going through so many.  
 
The results were spectacular with four out of four chicks being reared consistently. 
I have also lately been supplying white ants, which they relish. 
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Introduction – The Aberdeen Finch is a native of South Africa, taking up residence 
in rather harsh desert type country along with its close relative the Cutthroat finch. 
In the wild a number will build a huge 
communal nest in thorny bushes. They 
have also been reported of nesting in tree 
hollows and buildings. Their natural 
breeding season in the wild is in the    
winter. 
 
These birds have in the past been fairly 
common and sometimes sadly          
overlooked. However in recent times they 
have made a comeback in popularity 
partly due to a rise in price and general 
unavailability. 
 
Sexing – These birds are very easy to 
sex, as they are completely different in 
appearance. The cock and hen have the 
same general greyish colouring on the 
underparts, brown on the back and tail. 
The cock bird's chest is more distinctly 
spangled with white spots, and the dead 
giveaway being the deep rust red       
covering his head. 
 
Housing – Aberdeen's do not need heav-
ily planted aviaries to breed or live comfortably. They live in rather harsh areas in 
the wild, so sparsely furnished enclosures will suit them. They are large finches    
approximately 13cm in length and rather bulky, so an aviary which gives them an 
opportunity to fly and exercise would be a benefit. 
 
Feeding – Aberdeen's will take the general finch mix, along with seeding heads of 
millet sprays and natural grasses. Shell grit, cuttlefish and charcoal should also be 
made available, as these are a must for all birds’ wellbeing. Plain Madeira cake, 
grated cheese and insectivorous mix will also be relished. In the breeding season 
live food is essential for these birds to breed to their full ability. 
 
Live Food – As stated, Aberdeen's rely heavily on the live food. White ants 
(termites) have always been considered the best, and by the way these birds "woof 
them down I would not argue. But with suburbia taking over fringe bush areas 
around towns, termite hunting is taking longer and travelling is the same.         
Mealworms are usually the second choice, being easy to feed to the birds and just 
as easy to breed in large numbers. They saves the wife from worrying about the  
termites eating the house or having to carry the crowbar and shovel to collect white 
ants.  
 
Gentles (maggots) which have been cleaned out in bran, in my opinion, have never 
been very popular, which I can understand (yuck). A new product has become very 
popular with many breeders of insectivorous finches. The "Wombaroo Co" of South 
Australia produces the mix. This mix is an insectivorous supplement usually fed, 
mixed with egg and biscuit mix and has been very successful for many breeders. 

The Aberdeen Finch – By Glenn Johnson – May 1998  
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 Breeding – The Aberdeen being 
so large is usually considered a 
bully by many, thus getting the 
tag of not being a good mixer. 
In my experience I have found 
that they can be somewhat    
aggressive and are best housed 
either in    single pairs or in   
colonies. They do mix very well 
with Neophemas and Doves.  
Aberdeen's should not be mixed 
with Cutthroats as they cross 
very easily.  
 
The courtship display is a simple 
one carried out by the cock bird 
calling and fluffing his feathers 
up around his head. Aberdeen's   
usually select a log or nest box 
to raise their young. Nesting       
material consists of dry grasses, 
both coarse and fine; the finer 
grasses will be used for lining 
along with feathers. Once the 
nest is built, egg laying        
commences with four to six 
eggs being the norm. The      
incubation period is fourteen 
days and fertility is  usually very 
good. The chicks are completely 
black with fine white down, and 
stay in the nest approximately 
three weeks. After this time 
they leave the nest and are fed 
for another three weeks before 
they are independent. 
 
The Future – Hopefully these birds will maintain their popularity and any doubts of 
their unavailability will become a thing of the past. The problem of not mixing well 
with other finches is compensated by the fact that they will live with Neophemas and 
when given the right environment and diet they breed well and reward the owner 
with many delightful young. 

Chestnut-Breasted Munia – By Glenn Johnson – May 1998  
Introduction – The chestnut is a popular aviary bird, being widely kept and bred 
by many aviculturists. It has a large range in the wild, spreading from the          
Kimberley's in Western Australia across the top end, ranging down the east coast 
from Cape York south as far as southern NSW. In the wild they inhabitant grassy  
areas near water causes, rivers and creeks. In the wild Chestnuts sometimes group 
together in large colonies to breed along with Yellow Rump Finch. In the Wyndham 
area, in the Kimberleys, these two finches are known to cause much damage to   
local rice fields, gathering in very large numbers. It is also known to local farmers, 
in NSW as the 'Barley Bird" because of its taste for the seeds of the barley crop. 
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Sexing – Chestnuts have always been a problem bird for accurate sexing. As far as 
colour goes, some breeders believe the colour of the chest can be the difference 
with one" being more light tan and the other is a more dark brown. Some believe 
the cock has a larger bolder head and beak. Cock birds however, do display and 
crow where a hen does not. All these differences may be needed when trying to pick 
a pair. 
 
Housing – Chestnuts can be housed either in large planted aviaries down to small 
box type aviaries, even breeding cabinets. They do look good in a large planted 
aviary, especially if areas of sandy ground are supplied to dust bath in, in the sun. 
They do like to bath on a warm day, so a good size water dish is a good idea. Care 
should be taken when housing these birds in mixed collections; on a whole these 
birds mix reasonably well, however the odd pairs can be a little bullying toward 
smaller species. The biggest problem with chestnuts is they don't mind sharing their 
affections with other species. Yellow Rumps, Pictorellas, Nuns and Bengalese are a 
few of the species that Chestnuts should not be housed with, if hybrids are to be 
avoided. 
 
Feeding – Chestnuts do well on a basic finch mix along with seeding heads of 
grasses including millets, chickweed and winter grass. Shell grit, charcoal and     
cuttlefish should always be available. Although not a large consumer of live food, 
they will take a little white ant and mealworms if supplied. 
 
Breeding – Once the problem of finding a true pair has been taken care of, breed 
usually doesn't cause any problems. I had them build in nest boxes, cane nests and 
coconuts. They have also built in growing shrubs in the flights and tea tree lining the 
shelter. Varying lengths of dry and green grass, both coarse and soft, should be 
available along with feathers, hessian and coconut fibre. Once the nest building is 
concluded, egg laying starts soon after. The normal clutch is five to six and fertility 
is normally very good. 
 
Both the hen and cock share the incubating duties, which take approximately     
fourteen days. When the young leave the nest they look rather drab greyish finches 
until they moult into their adult plumage around eight months later. 
 
Problems – As stated they can be hard to sex, they can mate with other species 
easily and some can be troublesome to smaller species. Claws grow quickly so    
regular trimming may be needed. The young do take a fair while to colour up.  
 
Good Points – Chestnuts are a very handsome finch, being hardy, easily bred and 
reasonably priced. They make excellent show birds; it would be hard to go past 
these popular finches. 
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The way in which an aviary is roofed can be a controversial subject with many     
Aviculturists having many different opinions. Many believe the age-old aviary     
consisting of a covered shelter and open planted flight is the best and most natural 
type, believing that the birds look natural and benefit from the natural sunshine. 
 
Although just as many believe that a completely covered roof that allows light to 
pass through protects the birds from inclement weather, attacks from predators 
such as cats, owls and hawks. Also the chances of contamination from the        
droppings of wild birds are reduced.  
 
What to do, inevitably it boils down to personal choice, both options having good 
and bad points. Personally I have kept finches in both types of conditions and over 
the years experienced losses of birds to hawk attacks, young leaving the nests and 
belting their heads and worm infestations from damp aviary floors in bad weather, 
but mainly in open roofed aviaries.  
 
Closed in roofs in my opinion are better and definitely do cut down the number of 
losses. They provide a dry safe environment in which the birds can be kept safe and 
comfortable. 

Aviary Roofing – By Glenn Johnson – October 1999 
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This is one species of Native Finch that I have kept, virtually all my Finch breeding 
years. They truly are a delightful and compatible bird. When purchasing this species 
it is wise to look around, because there are Emblema’s and there are Emblema’s, 
some are very brightly coloured however some can be very poorly coloured.  
 
Over the years I have breed them consistently with very few problems. They do 
breed better when live food is available I supply mealworms, and use to feed     
Termites, before recently switching to Bush Fly Maggots. Good quality Finch mix 
along with added wild grass seed, maw and black lettuce seed is the staple dry 
seed feed. Large quantities of ripe and half ripe seeding grasses of various types 
are a must to be successful. The grit mix is one I make up myself, consisting of fine 
grit, charcoal, crushed cuttlebone and baked crushed fowl eggshells; broken goat 
lick block is also a favourite.  
 
The Emblema’s I keep are kept in mixed collection and this has never been a   
problem as they mix extremely well. This season I had the situation where one pair 
of Emblema’s, were housed in an aviary by themselves. All the other species were 
taken out and put in a recently finished new aviary. This pair of Emblema’s was    
sitting at the time. They breed in quick time, fledging three clutches in a row,     
thirteen healthy youngsters. I think the extra space, lack of competition for food 
and nesting material all added to their success. They truly are worth space in       
anyone's aviary so give them a try. 
  

Prolific Emblema’s (Emlema Picta) – By Glenn Johnson  

– November 2000 
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