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Editorial 
What a good turn up last month considering the extremely chilly weather. We had 

two visitors who joined up, one heard of the club through word of mouth and the 

other come to us through our new updated Web Site. We welcome you to the club 

and hope you enjoy yourself and feel comfortable enough to ask questions and also 

pass on your experiences and knowledge. 

I put out a request for articles as I’m getting a little bit desperate for original        

articles and got two articles supplied on the night. So please keep an eye out for 

news articles or internet articles we might be able to use. 

Neville reported on his communications with Sam Davis the President of the main 

club as well as Gary Fitt from The Queensland Finch Society and the N.F.S.A. on the 

proposals from the Victorian Government on banning of keeping foreign species of 

birds. Many of the Societies have lodged detailed proposals and complaints, so we 

will keep you posted as things develop. 

Last Month’s Entertainment 

I believe we had one of the most fun, different and enjoyable nights at the club for 

a long time. One of our youngest members Makayla Larkin with help from her dad 

and younger sister put on a great night of entertainment. Makayla came up with the 

idea of combining a talk and group activity that had the whole audience involved 

and laughing, she recorded birds in her aviary as well as wold birds. These sounds 

were played as pictures of certain birds were shown on the screen. Everyone was 

supplied with a sheet of paper and a pen and you had to write down from 1 – 14 as 

to what species of bird you thought the recording come from. This wasn’t as easy as 

you would think and with Makayla in the background saying come on you             

experienced blokes should know these. The prize for the most guessed was ten     

extra raffle tickets supplied by Makayla’s dad. The two winners guessed 11 out of 

14. When the recordings were finished real pictures of the birds were shown along 

with their calls. Everyone had a fantastic time and a huge well done to Makayla, 

who goes into the running for the end of the year junior article or talk competition. 

I must also thank Ken Smith for his ongoing support for our junior member, as he 

also supplied Makayla with a pair of birds as an encouragement prize for her talk. 

Ken has done this for the last couple of years to all the junior members who gave a 

talk, thanks again Ken.  



 

Page 4 — Finch Bizz 

1st Elegant Parrots (Pr) dnt Garswood Aviaries  wn Andrew Brouwer 

2nd Breeding Cabinet   dnt Glenn Johnson   wn Josh Allen 

3rd Favourites   dnt Larkin Family   wn Rosslynn Davidson 

4th Bottle of Red Wine  dnt Larkin Family   wn Rosslynn Davidson 

5th Bromeliads   dnt Peter Berry   wn Neil Lawler 

 6th Bromeliads   dnt Peter Berry   wn Peter Chapman 

7th Glass Vase   dnt Neville Brown   wn Makayla Larkin 

8th Thermo Flask   dnt Neville Brown   wn Terry Whiteman 

9th DVD-Lost in Translation dnt Neville Brown   wn Keven Stevens 

10th  Bottle of Rose   dnt Rosslynn Davidson  wn Peter Berry 

11th  Reed Diffuser   dnt Rosslynn Davidson  wn Peter Berry 

12th  Magazine    dnt Rosslynn Davidson  wn Terry Whiteman 

13th  Trill Seed (2kg)  dnt Peter Chapman  wn Caitlin Larkin 

14th  Bird Keeper Mag.  Dnt Glenn Johnson  wn Josh Allen 

Amelia Thompson won the bonus 5 tickets in the badge draw for the month.  

Remember to wear your badge to club night and you will be in the running to win 

the badge draw and receive 5 tickets in the raffle.  

Just an Idea! – By Caitlin & John Larkin 

My Dad has often told me stories about large flocks of finches flying around at his 

old home at Ebenezer. These finches would include Double Bars, Red Browed      
Firetails and Chestnuts. He has told me how many years ago how people used to 

trap these birds and he wonders if this as well as clearing of native vegetation and 
undergrowth are reasons why I have never really seen these birds in great numbers. 

I have been wondering and talking with my Dad to see if it would be an idea to 
breed birds and let them go back into the bush so that we can re-establish their 

numbers (similar to "Save the Gouldian's" that is being done in Northern Australia) 
and I was thinking maybe as a club we could organise something like this to breed 

birds and release them maybe even setting a challenge to other clubs. We could   
select specified areas and maybe somebody in the club knows of an area where 

there used to be birds but there isn't any more this, could be something like a      
revegetated mine or quarry areas, national parks, etc. the area would have to have  

Raffle 
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a good natural food, water supply and nesting sites. We would have to find out 

what predators are in the area such as domestic, feral cats, rodents (rats, mice, 
etc.), foxes and poachers. We are not 100% sure if there are any legal problems in 

doing this. 
 

The club members would have to be in agreement about what species that we 
would breed and release. In my opinion the breed that we should choose to breed is 

the Diamond Firetail as I have never seen one of them in the wild and we have 
been able to breed these ourselves. Also they are our club emblem. 

I think a lot of different club members could be involved in this project. Some key 
areas to look at would be 

• Suitable release sites with water, food, suitable nest sites, suitable vegetation 

for the chosen species. 

• Access to these sites/areas to check if released species have established there 

and any signs of breeding. 

• Maybe accesses to a vet to make sure birds are in good health prior to          

releasing. 

• We could also do an article for the press of what we are doing if we decide to 

go ahead (This may be good publicity for the club). 
 

 
Editor’s Note: The above article was supplied by Caitlin and John Larkin. It is a good 

idea and hopefully somewhere down the track, National Parks and Wildlife, will look 

at a programme like this or ask for help from bird clubs in a similar way. However 

at present they look at releasing captive breed birds into the wild very bad. It is    

illegal to do so, with the possibility of introducing disease as the main concern. The 

thinking behind the article is sound and written with the best of ideals. 
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Birds in Backyards – Supplied by Ken Smith 

To feed or not to feed? – Many people enjoy feeding birds in their garden, on 

their balcony or even at their window sill, but this creates many unseen problems 
such as malnutrition, disease, and imbalanced populations of some species. Find out 

how to minimise these problems or, even better, avoid them altogether by provid-
ing more natural food resources for birds in your garden.  

Please note - there has been an outbreak of disease in Rainbow Lorikeets in        
Melbourne and Sydney and these deaths are thought to be due to supplementary 

feeding. Further, it is thought that feeding stations are spreading this disease. 
Please avoid feeding Rainbow Lorikeets wherever possible and if you come across a 

sick or dead bird, please contact the relevant authorities. See this article for more 
information: http://www.ava.com.au/12039  

Malnutrition and disease – Feeding birds too much artificial food may not provide 
adequate nutrition which can lead to health problems. An example is the feeding of 

steak to Kookaburras. This might seem like a treat but it lacks nutrients that they 
would normally obtain from their natural diet of insects and the fur and bone of 

small mammals. Steak is also very high in protein so a little will go a long way for a 

Kookaburra, and malnutrition could result. Huge problems can arise if the adult 
birds raise their young on this diet as the juvenile birds can suffer from brittle 

bones. Feeding bread to birds (even ducks!) can cause problems with their digestive 
systems as the bread ferments in their stomachs and honey/water mixes do not 

provide the complex sugars that a bird would get from the nectar of a flower. 
Diseases can also be spread inadvertently at feeding areas so, if you must feed 

birds, ensure that you keep the area where they are fed very clean and               
well-scrubbed. Our parrots in particular can spread Psittacine beak and feather    

disease at unhygienic feed stations, particularly were large numbers of birds gather. 
This virus attacks the feather follicles and the cells that grow beaks and claws. 

Feathers become malformed and eventually fall out whilst beaks and claws glow   
uncontrollably and can crack and break, leading to infections and potentially stop 

the bird from being able to feed. The virus also suppresses the immune system, 
opening the bird up to a range of secondary infections. Those mangy, balding       

Sulphur-crested Cockatoos that you may occasionally see are infected with this     

disease. 
 

Imbalanced populations – Think about the birds that we fed - they are the ones 
doing well anyway, the omnivorous (eat anything) opportunists such as              

Currawongs, Kookaburras and Magpies. Increased numbers of these larger, more 
aggressive birds in many urban areas can be attributed to artificial feeding.   For 

example, Pied Currawongs and Magpies have increased dramatically in numbers 
over time, forcing out smaller species from many areas. Currawongs eat the eggs 

and chicks of small birds. The quantity of food available also helps those being      
artificially fed to become very successful breeders, increasing their numbers further, 

which puts even more pressure on the smaller birds. 
 

Is feeding birds good for people? – Yes, many people really enjoy the contact 
they have with the birds and regard them as friends. Often it is the only contact 

they have with wild animals and it helps them to feel more connected to the world. 
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So what is the best answer? – Birds in Backyards recommends that you don't 

feed birds artificially but preferably plant for birds, as it is much healthier for birds 
to glean natural food from your garden. Use our plant and garden information to 

help you choose a range of bird-attracting plants suitable for your garden. Research 
shows that birds will not starve if you stop feeding them, even whilst being fed; they 

also continue to hunt for food naturally. Still, if you are concerned, wean yourself off 
feeding by cutting down the frequency with which you do so until you are only    

feeding very infrequently or not at all and follow the guidelines below. 
 

Ensure that: 
• Stations are placed out of the reach of cats and other predators. 

• Stations are cleaned daily and food removed after an hour. Vary the time of 
day in which you provide the food. 

• Good quality food is used such as commercial nectar mixes or seed mixes. The 
cheaper supermarket seed does not contain sufficient nutrition for birds. 

• You cease feeding if large flocks (20+) birds begin feeding at the same time. 

• Pets are fed indoors or remaining food is removed. Common Mynas and other 
birds regularly eat pet food so we should limit their access to it. 

• You get out in your garden and create habitat for your bird life. 
• You make it an occasional teat (for you and the birds), not a daily event. 

 
A garden that provides natural food for birds such as one with native grasses to  

provide seed, mulch to encourage insects and small-flowering locally native shrubs 
to feed honeyeaters is much better for our whole bird community than one that 

feeds only a few potentially problem birds. 
http://www.birdsinbackyards.net  

Happy Birthday  

 
 
 
One of our youngest members has a    
Birthday tonight. Caitlin Larkin turns 
twelve years old tonight. She is such an 
energetic, pleasant, happy, confident 
young lady who is a credit to herself, her 
parents and to our club. We hope she had 
a great Birthday and stays involved with 
the club for many years to come. 
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 Richmond Bird Sale  

 I attended The Parrot Societies bird sale a few weekends back, the second time  

being staged at Hawkesbury Race Course at Clarendon near Richmond. A large turn 
up of birds was available, with a good selection of finches. Many members of our 

club were seen checking all the birds out. 
One surprise was one gentleman having 3-4 pairs of Aberdeen’s for sale at $750 a 

pair. Many Diamond Firetails + mutations were seen. The most amount of            
Tri-Coloured Parrot Finches I’ve seen at one sale before. Many Pied Red Faced    

Parrot Finches in all their stunning colours attracting many lookers. 
 

Overall a very good selection of many finch species, talking to a few sellers, they all 
said that their clearance rates were good. 

Welcome Canberra Finch Club 

Just to let everyone know officially that Canberra Finch Club has now joined the FSA 

as an affiliated club. At the June Smithfield meeting it was unanimous to accept  

Canberra and then Canberra at their recent meeting voted unanimously to join up 

with us. 

If you have anything of interest to all clubs the main contacts at Canberra are: 

Alan Southgate (President) - cassgate@bigpond.net.au 

Matt McCabe (Vice President) - mccabe_07@hotmail.com 

And their website - http://www.canberrafinchclub.org.au  
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Bird Genetics – By Peter Berry  

I have always been impressed by how much many of our club members seem to   

understand about the genetics of bird breeding and the ability to predict the       

outcomes of crossing various colours/mutations/types etc. To me it has always 

been, and continues to be, a complete mystery and I never have any idea what I am 

going to get from the various breeding activities in my aviaries.  

 

I have been reading a book about the development of canary breeding over the  

centuries and the ultimate development of the red canary. It is a fascinating book 

and I would be happy to lend it to any interested club members. What is particularly 

interesting is that much of the knowledge of genetics which later became accepted 

by scientists was actually first understood by pigeon and canary club members. In 

fact, Charles Darwin, in developing his theories of evolution took the experiences of 

pigeon club members in Northern England as the basis for some of his                 

determinations. He went to a number of pigeon club meetings in various dingy 

smoke-filled pubs in the industrial north to further his education on natural selection 

and he acknowledged how much he learnt from those pigeon fanciers. 

 

Now I know we are a finch club, but I thought that I would demonstrate the mystery 

(to me) of bird genetics by listing the results of 4 recent clutches of budgies that I 

have bred. I would love someone to explain to me what it all means because I am 

totally baffled by it. All I know is that sometimes 

colours and types are sex-linked and sometimes 

not, but that is about the extent of my under-

standing. 

 

Probably most of us started off with budgies as 

youngsters and moved into other areas as well 

as our interest in aviculture grew. I have never 

lost the interest in budgie breeding and I keep 

one aviary of about 20 birds and usually have 

one pair in a breeding cabinet at any given 

time. Of particular interest to me are the        

yellow-faced blue varieties which I find to be the 

most attractive of all. I even have a pet                 

yellow-face blue named “Paddy” who thinks he 

is human, can speak about 25 different phrases, 

kicks and throws a little ball all around the  
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lounge room, does a daily flight around the house and even says “see you later” as 

we close the front door on the way out! 

 

I have bred from a pair of budgies over the last year or so and the results stump 

me completely. Maybe someone in the club can enlighten me on the genetics of it 

all! 

 

The cock is a yellow-faced opaline dark blue. I bred him myself and his parents 

were a pale whitish apple green opaline (cock) and a violet/white pied (hen). The 

hen I bred from is a yellow-wing light green opaline which was given to me by a 

neighbour of my daughter’s so I have no idea as to its background. 

 

There were 4 clutches from my breeding pair (with a bit of a break in-between) and 

there were 6 chicks each time. There was quite an array of colours. The sexing of 

young budgies is sometimes a little hit and miss but I have done my best to record 

which sex I thought the off-spring were as I sold a number of them as pet birds 

when only 6-7 weeks old. 

 

This is the result:  

6 light green (or olive) opalines (3 male, 3 female) 

4 light green yellow-wing (2 male, 2 female) 

3 yellow/green pied (3 males) 

5 yellow-faced dark blue opalines (3 male, 2 female) 

1 mauve/blue opaline (1 female)  

3 yellow-faced grey/mauve opaline (1 male, 2 females) 

1 grey wing light blue (1 female) 

1 pied white/blue (1 male) 

 

So I don’t know if any of this would be of use to Charles Darwin if he was still 

around. For me, it just re-enforces how little I understand about bird genetics! 



 

 

Page  11— Finch Bizz 

Introduction — After winning a pair of Hecks Longtails Grassfinches I set out to 

breed this beautiful Australian finch. The pair of birds I won was bred by a breeder 
that specialises in Longtail Finches, Nick Susinjara, so I was well on my way to 

breeding good quality birds. There are Red-billed and Yellow-billed Longtail     
Grassfinches and I believe some people are breeding Red-billed to Yellow-billed, 

some birds I have seen in pet shops have a less red colour than mine do. 
 

Sexing — It’s quite hard at times. After about three months the young Longtails 
start to colour up, the beak will start to turn and the males head will go to a    silver 

grey colour, the trouser stripe becomes darker and a little wider and the bib is like a 
triangular shape. The hen bird may be a little smaller, the head a little lighter and 

the bib a teardrop shape. After all that, still a little hard to sex. 
 

Colour Mutations — Fawn, White, Pied and Cream as noted in Russell Kingston’s 
book Keeping and Breeding Finches. 

 

The Aviary — I have fully roofed aviaries and concrete floors, tea-tree and bottle 
brush on the back walls. 

 
Worming — Avitrol Plus with a little raspberry or orange juice to make it sweeter to 

taste, Worm Enda, Worm Rid three times a year. 
 

Diet — A good quality finch mix, in winter time I give a little extra canary seed or 
any of the oily seeds. Also a good clean grit charcoal and eggshells ground up and 

mixed together. I also give my birds all types of grass seeds, cut greens and hung 
in Hessian bags to dry out. I cut spinach up with a little multivitamin mixed in but 

most of the time I hang it up with paper clips. Mealworms are fed when young are 
in the nest. I do not give my birds lettuce as I believe it scours them but it is up to 

each breeder. For water I have five gallon plastic containers with taps so I have a 
continuous drip into smaller dishes. 

 

Breeding — Longtails will breed almost any time of the year and will build a bottle 
shape nest then line it with feathers. For the feathers I buy feather pillows for about 

eight dollars each. They lay five to six eggs and the hen and cock will share the    
incubation, sometimes I will make a nest inspection but most of the time I leave 

them alone. Again I have grass on the floor at the back of the aviary with tea-trees 
standing on the floor against the wall if any chicks do come out early they will find 

the bush and both sexes will feed them until they can fly. I have saved quite a few 
birds this way. I have two to three pairs in a mixed collection and sometimes you 

will get a cock bird that becomes a little boisterous to other birds but most of the 
time they mix well. I also spray with Coopex for mites. 

 
Conclusion — I find Longtails a beautiful finch to keep, especially when you see 

them preening each other, bobbing up and down and calling. I recommend them 
highly to anyone who wants to keep Aussie finches. 

Longtail Grassfinch – by George Ezzy 
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