
 

SATURDAY 21
st  

November     

Hall cleaning:    Carolyn Cook, Beryl Turner 

Flowers and church cleaning:   Elizabeth Pickering, Jean Perkins  
 

SUNDAY 22
nd

 November                                 

9.00am Door:  Bill and Nola Garrad, Carolyn Cook, Jim Ayres, Jacob Bishop 

9.30am: Morning worship: Rev. Susan Phalen 

  Liturgist:  Kirsty Mitchell 

  Children’s Ministry:   Carolyn Cook 

  Workshop/crèche:  Carolyn Cook, Elaine Alinta 

Morning Tea clean-up: Ros Powell, Margaret Cayzer 
6.30pm Taize worship – a time of meditation and reflection 

Missing !!   … can you help 
Did anyone inadvertently pick up a clear plastic sleeve containing a copy of 

‘With Love to the World’, a spreadsheet of names (of St Andrew’s people) and 

some money.    The sleeve was probably left on one of the yellow pews near the 

stage at the end of morning tea after last Sunday’s service.   

If you know anything about this missing item please see Chris Robards.   

 

Christmas Cards 
There will be no new Christmas card designs produced by Uniting Mission and 

Education but packets of mixed designs are still available.  Anyone interested in 

purchasing cards see Geoff or Chris Robards after this morning’s service.  

 

Angel Tree 
Once again it is time for UWF to ask for donations to buy gifts for 14 children 

who have a parent in custody.  The presents will be displayed in the hall on 6
th

 or 

13
th

 Dec., and then delivered on Friday 18
th

 Dec.   

We thank you for your support for this worthy cause.  

Donations can be given to Nola Garrad or Chris Robards.   

 

Gingerbread House Crafternoon 

Saturday, 12
th

 December -- 2-5pm  -- In the church hall -- $25 per kit  
Please see Caitlin Vincent or Wendy Herne by 15th Nov. to reserve your spot.  

 

Joke of the Week   -----   Jock fell into a tank of man-eating sharks at the aquarium 

but he lived to tell the tale. He was wearing a shirt which said "Scotland will win the 

World Cup" and not even the sharks would swallow that one. 
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Welcome to a new year of breeding finches and associated 

birds, and a new year of Finch Bizz.  You will quickly see that I have 

adopted a new format.   This partly comes about from suggestions 

made by our new printer – a change I made because a printer at 

Faulconbridge is easier for me to deal with than one at Penrith.  Also, 

he is able to accept material by electronic transfer and to deliver the 

completed magazines to me at Glenbrook -- so I am going to give 

him a try! 
 

As Glenn has always done, I will be pleading for contributions – new 

articles or your reworking of older ones.  I will prefer them sent 

electronically, but will accept them typed, photocopied, or even 

hand-written.  Photos or drawings will always be welcome. 

 
Christmas Gathering 
As usual our Christmas event was a great occasion with many 

visitors; perennial special guests such as Sue and Rebecca Johnson ; 

lots of donated prizes (thank you everyone who donated); many 

tickets purchased; and last , but nor least, Ronnie’s super catering! 
 

Thanks to those such as Rosslyn and others who assisted Ron in the 

kitchen, and to Amelia and Caitlin Mitchell (my grand-daughter) 

who assisted Glenn and Debbie with the raffle.  We missed Mikala 

and Caitlin Larkin, but were impressed to hear that they were in the 

‘school spectacular’ and so in Sydney for three nights. 
 

We all wished one another a happy, merry, joyful or blessed 

Christmas – and hopefully the festive season turned out to be a 

combination of each of those attributes for all of you. 

Now it is time to turn to best wishes for a ‘happy New Year’, and 

sincere wishes that 2016 will be rewarding and reasonably healthy 

for all of you and that your birds will breed prolifically!! 
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A Tribute to the Johnson family 
 

Many years ago, Glenn Johnson had the idea of starting a regular 

magazine for our club.  At that time some of us regularly received the 

Queensland Finch Society magazine or others magazines, but weren’t 

too sure about the likely success of a ‘new’ magazine. 
 

Nevertheless, Glenn pushed on.  Initially (January1998) he produced 

an A4 format, in a very large font and let’s face it, the quality left a 

bit of room for improvement.  But Glenn, and wife Sue, were 

determined, and improvements and innovations followed, and the 

magazine evolved into the semi-professional A5 Finch Bizz that we 

have enjoyed receiving at each meeting over recent years. 
 

Regular members of our club realise that Glenn wasn’t a ‘one-man’ 

production unit – in fact Glenn has acknowledged many times that 

without the many hours of assistance and the computer skills of his 

wife, Sue, and children Rebecca (typing for 13-14 years),  Bethany 

(helped with posting) and Alexander (typing),  the magazine 

wouldn’t have improved or perhaps even continued.  
 

Finch Bizz has been a real interest of Sue’s, particularly since 

Rebecca left home and she was a little reluctant to ‘hand over’  

production – but sadly health issues have made this necessary. 

One of Sue’s special ‘likes’ was the sketch she used on the cover for 

a long time.  She reluctantly encouraged me to change the cover, and 

so I hope she is happy with my choice.  I couldn’t do other than use 

our club emblem – the Diamond Firetail – at least for the first year. 

What do you think about a different Aussie ‘cover’ finch next year?  
 

The ‘diamonds’  on the opposite page are presented for historical 

purposes and as ….. 

a special tribute and large thank-you to Sue, Rebecca and Glenn 
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Shown below is a copy of the first page of Glenn’s first Finch Bizz (Jan’98):- 
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…….. and this article was published in the first Finch Bizz 
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Sexing Diamond Firetails 
From a lecture given by Dr Danny Brown 

(printed in Queensland Finch Society Magazine February 1999) 

 

 In breeding adults, the cock’s beak is a plum colour; the hen’s beak is red 

 The cock’s lores (black in front of the eyes) are blacker than the hen’s  

 The cock has more white on his forehead 

 The cock’s head is more square and bulky 

 The cock’s rump is bright red, whereas the hen’s is an orange-red 

 The hen’s tail is more brown-black 

 The cock’s contact call is more nasally and drawn out  
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This article is adapted from the Queensland Finch Society Magazine Feb.1999 

 

Zebra Finch   Poephila guttata 
 

Also known as …… Chestnut-eared, Shelley or Spotted-sided Finch 
Rated:  a great beginner’s bird 
 

Diet:  Zebras can be bred on a simple seed and water diet, but it is recommended 

that a good quality seed mix be provided together with greens such as seeding 

grassheads and some sift food supplements like egg and biscuit or plain cake.  

Grit and fresh water should be available daily. 
 

Sexing: The cock bird’s crown, hind neck, mantle and back are medium grey.  

The rump is white.  The upper tail coverts are black boldly barred horizontally 

with white.  The ear coverts and cheeks are orange. A vertical black line runs 

from the bottom of the eye bordering the cheek patch. There is a white teardrop 

from below the lores.  The throat is finely barred with black converging to a 

black breast bar.  Flanks are deep chestnut heavily spotted with white.  The hen 

is similar but missing the orange cheeks and ear coverts, black barring on throat 

and chest bar, and the spotted chestnut flanks. 

 

Housing: One of the easiest finches to house, the Zebra may be kept in almost 

any type of cage or aviary.  They are very hardy but still require common-sense 

protection from the elements, such as cold winds and prolonged damp. Plenty of 

sunlight and natural perching is preferred. 
 

Breeding:  Zebras will nest almost anywhere.  Their nest is a dome-shaped 

structure, usually of a poor quality.  Nests are usually relined and used for 

subsequent broods.  Both sexes will build the nest and incubate the eggs.  The 

young may be left with their parents unless the aviary is becoming too crowded.   
 

Mutations: Domestication of the Zebra has resulted in literally dozens of colour 

variations.  In fact, it is now difficult to obtain a normal bird that breeds true.  
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… and finally another article by Glenn from the first issue of Finch Bizz 
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…… continuing … ‘Beginning with Gouldians’ by Glenn Johnson (1998) 

 
 



GARSWOOD  AVIARIES 

 
 

 AUSTRALIAN and FOREIGN PARROTS 
 AUSTRALIAN and FOREIGN FINCHES 
    SHOW BUDGERIGARS 
    DOVES 
 QUAILS 
 CANARIES 
    ACCESSORIES 

 
Glenn  Johnson 
Licensed Bird Dealer 

LIC. No: FBD 1510. 
 
69 The Lakes  Drive 

GLENMORE PARK  
NSW 2745 4 
 
(02) 47332061 
 (041)9638474 

garswood@tpg.com.au 


