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              The Hawkesbury Finch Club 

A branch of The Finch Society of Australia 
 

Committee Members 
President 

Phillip Ferguson philsalinda@westnet.com.au 
Vice-President 

Peter Berry 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Ron James  
Finch Bizz Editor 

Phillip Ferguson philsalinda@westnet.com.au 
Raffle Steward 

Robyn Schmid 
 Lecture Steward 
  Bob Cliff 

Sales Steward and Email Coordinator 
Rosslynn Davidson 

Technical Steward 
Rennie Schmid 

Website Planner 
Roy Peake 

To contact our club: www.hawkesburyfinchclub.com 
 
 

Life Members of The Finch Society of Australia 
Ross Appleby   Neville Brown  (d)  
Heather Brownett   Doug Hill   
Joe Gafa    Stan Guest    
Ron James   Glenn Johnson  
Paul Menagazzo   Peter McGibbon  
Don Provest   Neville Simmons (d)   
Stan Simmons (d) 
 
The Hawkesbury Finch Club: takes no responsibility for any claims by advertisers or articles 
printed in its newsletter (Finch Bizz). 
 

Next Meeting 1930hrs March 26th, 2023: 
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   HAWKESBURY FINCH CLUB A BRANCH OF 
    THE FINCH SOCEITY OF AUSTRALIA INC                          
     
                    DATES FOR MEETINGS 2023 
 
25th     JANUARY 2023 ANNUAL MEETING     
SUBSCRIPTION DUE      
 
22nd     FEBRUARY 2023 
 
22nd     MARCH 2023   * 5 Wed this month 
 
26th     APRIL 2023     
                                                              
24th     MAY 2023     * 5 Wed this month           
      
28th      JUNE 2023         
 
26th    JULY 2023      
 
23rd      AUGUST 2023    * 5 Wed this month  
 
27th      SEPTEMBER 2023   
 
25th    OCTOBER 2023    
 
22nd      NOVEMBER 2023 CHRISTMAS MEETING 
                                              * 5 Wed this month 
NO MEETING IN DECEMBER 
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March Minutes: 
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March Forsale / Wanted 
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Good turn up at our March Meeting: 
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Mr Bob Cliff giving a presentation on references books he uses: 
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Bob presented some of the books he uses for reference: 
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Our monthly raffle still popular amongst members and guests: 
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Doxycycline for birds 
 

 
 
Doxycycline For Birds a Broad Spectrum Antibiotic used 
to treat Pigeons, Poultry, Pet and Exotic Birds. Treats 
most Systemic and Bacterial Infections. For the 
Treatment of Ornithosis, Psittacosis, Chlamydia etc. Can 
be used on All types of Caged Birds, Pigeons, Poultry. 
Easily given in drinking water for less stress to your Bird. 

Doxycycline For Birds Treats Bacterial 
Infections No Rx Needed. – … 

 
allbirdproducts.com/products/doxycycline-20 
 
 
What is doxycycline for birds? 
Doxycycline For Birds a Broad Spectrum Antibiotic used 
to treat Pigeons, Poultry, Pet and Exotic Birds. Treats 
most Systemic and Bacterial Infections. For the 
Treatment of Ornithosis, Psittacosis, Chlamydia etc. Can 
be used on All types of Caged Birds, Pigeons, Poultry. 
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Doxycycline for Birds is given at a rate of 1 tsp. per Gallon 
of water. 
Doxycycline For Birds Treats Bacterial Infections No Rx 
Needed. – All 
allbirdproducts.com/products/doxycycline-20 
Search for: What is doxycycline for birds? 
What is doxycycline bronchial mix? 
What is doxycycline 20% powder? 
Doxycycline 20% Powder is an excellent broad spectrum 
antibiotic which aids in the treatment and prevention of 
bacterial respiratory infections such as ornithosis and 
mycoplasmosis in pigeons, cage birds, and pet chickens. 
1 teaspoon (5 grams) per 1 gallon of drinking water for 7-
10 consecutive days. Change water daily. 
Doxycycline 20% Powder for Birds - BirdPal Avian 
Products, Inc 
birdpalproducts.com/products/doxycycline-20-powder-
for … 
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Part Two  Cut Throat Finch: 
 

Diet & Feeding 
As with all our treasured birds a quality finch seed mix 
incorporating canary seed, various millets and panicum is the 
minimum requirements of the cut-throat finch’s seed diet. Be 
aware seed lacks many of the essential vitamins and minerals 
that our birds require to be healthy and productive. Vitamins 
and minerals must be compensated for by introducing other 
foods and tonics. Sprouting and soaked seed increases its 
nutritional value and is a cheap way to improve your bird’s 
health and virility. Fresh green seed heads should also be 
offered as often as possible. 

Leafy greens should be provided throughout the year. Kale, 
bok choy, endive and silver beet are easily purchased or grown 
and are very nutritious and will be readily eaten by most of our 
finch species.( I have found that if your finches do not readily accept the 

greens offered place a canary in the aviary to show them how to eat greens) 

Be aware that if Spinach is offered to your birds it should be 
offered sparingly as it can contribute to calcium deficiency. 

Live food is an important requirement to some of our cut throat 
finches diet and should be provided as required throughout the 
year – especially during the breeding season. Live food such as 
mealworms, maggots, termites, and small crickets will be 
consumed readily and can be purchased from Pet Produce 
Stores or bread at home. Soft finch food mixes can also be 
provided for an added nutrient boost, particularly when 
breeding from your local produce store/ pet shop or made at 
home. 
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Breeding 
As with most finches bread in Australia the cut-throat finch 
breeds best in spring and autumn, As aviculturists we must 
endeavour and ensure that the breeding hen bird is at least 12 
months of age. 

In the wild, cut-throat finches often take over the nests from 
other birds. Because of this, many pairs will be poor nest 
builders who need a little assistance from humans. A handful 
of grass shaped into a ring and stuffed inside a nesting 
receptacle is enough to get them started. (Taken direct from the avian hub 

on the internet) 

Many varieties of nests can be purchased and should be readily 
accepted by your cut throat finch. However they are reported to 
prefer a medium-sized cane nest that can be purchased readily. 
As with a few finch species they may not re-use a nest, so 
multiple nests and sites should be provided. Breeders have 
reported that cut-throat finches will tolerate nest inspections, 
but they should kept to a minimum and only as necessary. 

Cut Throats typically will lay 3-5 eggs in each clutch, and 
incubation is shared by both parents for approximately 14 days. 
Fledging takes place at approximately three weeks of age and 
are usually independent three weeks later. If the birds are being 
bread again it is advisable that to remove the young birds from 
the aviary once they become independent 
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Sexing 

Breeders state cut-throat finches are easy to visually sex once 
they have reached maturity. Only the males have the distinctive 
red band across the throat. 

Mutations 

Avicultural circles and breeders have reported that cut-throat 
finch mutations at this point in time are quite rare in . It has 
been reported that birds with yellow throats—instead of the 
usual red—pop up occasionally. Even more rare is a white 
(likely albino) mutation, which presents as a purely white bird 
with a red throat. 
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                 Hawkesbury Finch Club Club Membership Form:  
                  Contact yarrajames@bigpond.com.au 
 
 I wish to become / renewal a member of your Club as a:     
    * FULL MEMBER    
    * FAMILY MEMBER 
    * PENIONER  
   * JUNIOR MEMBER / STUDENT:       

NAME:    
ADDRESS:  
Phone                                    MOB 
 E-Mail     

 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES       
ADULTS                                 $ 20.00  
FAMILY                                 $ 25.00  
PENIONER                            $ 15.00 
JUNIOR (Student)                 $  5.00  
 Beyond Bank Australia Ltd 
 The Hawksbury Finch Club 
 BSB No 325 185 
 Account No 05816053         
Annual meetings are held on the Fourth Wednesday of the 
month each year.  In January each year subscriptions become 
due and are payable. Those people who join the Society at the 
January meeting or after are not required to pay the 
subscription until the following January.     
We ask that you please try to attend our meetings and the 
various functions we have, to enable you to get to know your 
fellow members and enjoy your membership to the fullest.  
 
                 Ron James      Hon.  Secretary     

NOTE: * Delete which is not applicable  
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Attention, Attention, Attention: 
 
Available each and every meeting from Rosslynn Davidson: 

 
A list of what items I carry to each meeting 
Cydectin plus 50/100ml jars $7.50 /$15.00 
 
Baycox 50/100ml jars $15 /$30 both use separate or together to 
treat worms and coccid. 
 
Coopex powder used as spray or a paint for crawling insects, 
ants’ cockroaches. $11.00 packet 
 
Split plastic coloured bird rings small /large finch and small 
parrots $4.50/$4.50 $5.00 a sleeve of 10 rings 
 
Mouse season is quickly approaching I did my bate stations a 
week ago and found an adult mouse within 2 days. 
 

 
Attention, Attention, Attention: 
 

Now Available from Mr Bob Cliff:  
 

1) Fly Boxes,  
2) Aviary Bird Traps, 
3) Corn Cutters,  
4) Window Feeding Stations, 
5) Bird Traps both Manual and electronic. 

 
Contact Bob Cliff at bcliffwelding@iprimus.com.a 
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DUKES REAL ESTATE AGENTS proud    
sponsor of the Hawkesbury Finch club: 
 

 
 
 
              For all your Real Estate Needs please Contact: 

         DUKES ESTATE AGENTS 
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Proud Sponsor Of The Hawkesbury Finch Club: 
 

 
 
 

             
 
 
 

Licence No. 
96031C 
 
  
 
 
 
 
                                
            
           
  

We are avalible 24 hours 7 days 

With a life time of experience  

In all things electrical 

Call James and Jeanette  

Any time on 0414336660 

Or Email james@mrelectricity.com.au 
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